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In the Name of Allah

Most Compassionate, Most Merciful

Mr. Chairman

Honorable Member of Parliaments 

Distinguished Delegates

Ladies and Gentlemen

At the outset, I would like to express my sincere appreciations for your active participation in this significant meeting which focuses on challenges and opportunities that Asia is facing regarding social and cultural affairs. Allow me to express my gratitude for the hospitality and cooperation of Majls Shoraye Eslami of the Islamic Republic of Iran for making all necessary arrangement for holding this meeting, and also express my thanks to all respected delegations from APA Member Parliaments for attending the Standing Committee of Social and cultural Affairs.
APA is a new inter-parliamentary organization in comparison with many others. It is only natural for the APA to face multitude of challenges on its path of growth and taking roots. Some of these challenges are organizational and some could be political. For some organizational questions known to all, and despite great efforts on the part of APA Secretariat, some major APA meetings in 2011 could not be held. As the Secretary-General, I regret this. 

However, I am glad to stress with confidence that APA and its Secretariat have had the full political support of each and every member all along. All APA members have expressed full political support for the organization and have been forthcoming to help the organization to strive to achieve its goals and objectives enshrined in its Charter. This meeting today here in Tehran, taking all aspects of the issue into consideration, is a good testimony to the resilience and confidence APA members have in our organization. Having said this, I am confident and am sure you would associate yourself with me that APA cannot but grow in strength to reflect the parliamentary wisdom of Asia on issues that we all face in today's world. 

I am working with the Russian Duma as the next APA President to arrange for the upcoming APA Plenary. I will keep all members informed as arrangements are made.

Dear  Colleagues  
The Secretary General has prepared reports on three new important issues:

-Drug Trafficking in Asia,

-Promotion and Protection of the Rights of Migrant Workers in Asia, 

-Coordinating Meeting of APA Women Parliamentarians.

These reports provide a general framework for discussion and deliberation on such crucial issues in the Standing Committee on Social and Cultural Affairs in order to draft new decision or resolutions to be forwarded to the APA Plenary meeting for further consideration.
A-Combating Drug Trafficking in Asia

Illicit drug trafficking and its negative impact on economic development and social health constitutes a prime concern in Asia and deserves a comprehensive consideration by the APA. The danger of drug trafficking is so pervasive that gravely undermines international peace and security.      
The Secretary General wishes to underline the significance of regional coordination among the legislators and reviewing the relevant legislations to address different aspects of combating drug trafficking. Other main issues in this regard are: exchanging of information and best practices within APA member Parliaments, promoting efficient involvement of regional players such as Afghanistan and neighboring countries, improving the law enforcement activities to combat the production and trafficking of narcotic drugs and how effectively use the international financial assistance for the creation of alternative economic opportunities in order to ensure a sustainable anti-drug policy. 
B- Promotion and Protection of the Rights of Migrant Workers in Asia

Ad-Hoc Committee on the Protection and Promotion of the Rights of Migrant Workers in Asia held its meeting on 28 September 2011 in Solo, Central Java, Indonesia. The Ad-hoc Committee reviewed the Draft Resolution provided by the Host and the Secretariat and recommended it to be forwarded to the APA plenary for its consideration.

The secretary general wishes to underline that the crucial steps on the promotion of the rights of migrant workers is the enhancing of regional cooperation between the sending and receiving countries to maximize the potential benefits of migration and minimize the negative impacts of it. I would like to praise the great and continued contribution of migrant workers to the wellbeing of societies and the growth of economies of both the sending and receiving countries in Asia. I hope that the participating Member Parliaments underscore the appropriate measures and legislative actions needed for achieving this goal. Asia should seek to address challenges faced by migrant workers such as human rights abuses, harassment and violence, discrimination, low paying and low status jobs, unpaid jobs and ignored labor. 
The Secretary-General wishes to pay tribute to Indonesian initiative to incorporate the promotion of the rights of migrant workers in Asia, as an agenda item for the Social and Cultural Standing Committee. I would like to register my deep appreciation to the Indonesian Parliament for providing a comprehensive explanatory note on this subject. This contribution was indeed a great example on how member Parliaments can promote the cause of APA and to establish a meaningful working relationship between the Secretariat and all Members. 

C- Coordinating Meeting of APA Women Parliamentarians

Despite all efforts for promotion of women’s rights, inequality still persists between women and men. Such inequality is both in the extent of power at decision-making and in mechanisms to promote the advancement of women. The equal participation of women and men in public life is an imperative in international conventions and documents related to women. Excluding women from positions of power and from elected bodies weakens the development of democratic principles in public life and reduces the economic development. Main obstacles women face in entering parliament may be classified into three areas: 

Political,   

Socio-Economic, and 

Cultural and Psychological Obstacles

The Fifth APA Plenary Meeting welcomed the Indonesian initiative to promote women participation in public decision making and adopted the Resolution (APA/Res/2010/06) on the “Establishment of the Coordinating Meeting of APA Women Parliamentarians”. Accordingly, the Plenary decided to establish the Coordinating Meeting of APA Women Parliamentarians to meet annually at the time of APA Plenary Session in order to enhance the participation and representation of women within APA to concentrate on the matters of specific concern to women. In order to facilitate the work of the Coordinating Meeting, the Secretary General wishes to draw the attention of the Standing Committee to the following priorities:
Advancement of participation of women in political, cultural and economic affairs and public decision-making as a prerequisite to democratic processes and respect for human rights; 

Active participation in the deliberation of issues relating to women empowerment and participation in APA meetings;
Paving the way for enhanced participation and representation of women in Asian Parliaments,
Facilitating the process to mobilize women networks, enabling them to communicate their interests with their counterparts and different organizations, and push for mechanisms to enhance their representation.

Adopting legislative regulations to facilitate women’s representations in Asian Parliaments;

Designing educational programs for women to enable them to actively participate in electoral campaigns. 

Honorable Member of Parliaments 

The APA has made remarkable efforts to facilitate interactions among Asian Parliamentarians that have so far resulted in significant number of decisions and Resolutions. Accordingly, the Standing Committee will reconfirm five Draft Resolutions that were worked out by the Standing Committee on Social and Cultural Affairs (September 2010, Tehran) on: 

· Combating Corruption

· Protecting and Respecting Cultural Diversity

· Challenges and opportunities of globalization

· Achieving Health Equity

· Information and Communication Technology
Finally, the Secretary General wishes to commend the achievements of APA in addressing issues of prime concern for Asia and underline the important role of parliaments both in strengthening social policies and in harmonizing Asian approach on items under our consideration.
I shall remain hopeful that the deliberations of this meeting would pave the path for more practical initiatives and active participation of all delegates in the deliberation of the issue in the meeting and to chart the way forward. 

Thank You. 
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